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US INDCTS RAVAPO PALI CE OFFI CER FOR EXTORTI QN | LLEGAL
D STR BUTION G- CABLE TV DECCDERS AND LYING TO THE FBI

JAMVES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, and KEVIN P. DONOVAN, the
Assi stant Director in Charge of the New York Ofice of the FBI
announced the unsealing today in Manhattan federal court of a
seven-count I ndictnment charging GEORGE DRI VAS, a police officer
wi th the Ramapo Police Departnent in Rockland County, wth, anong
ot her crimes, conspiring to extort, and extorting, the owner of a
busi ness | ocated in Ramapo, New YorKk.

The Indictnent al so charges DRIVAS with conspiring to
assist, and assisting, in the unauthorized decryption of
satellite cable programming. The Indictment specifically alleges
t hat DRI VAS agreed to assist two co-conspirators not naned as
defendants to buy and sell illegal cable television decoders,
which permtted the ultimate recipients of the decoders to
receive free cable television service.

Finally, the Indictnment charges DRI VAS with nmaking a

nunber of false statenents to federal | aw enforcenment officers.



Specifically, the Indictnment alleges that DRI VAS, when
interviewed by special agents of the Federal Bureau of
| nvestigation, falsely denied: (1) having ever used his
relationship with a particular individual (the “Individual”) to
extort the owner of a business |ocated in Ramapo, New York; (2)
havi ng ever assisted anyone to obtain devices used in the
unaut hori zed decryption of satellite cable programm ng, including
illegal cable television decoders; and (3) having ever used his
position as a police officer with the Ranapo Police Departnent to
performany favors for the Individual, and specifically having
ever run a check on a particular license plate for the
I ndi vidual. The extortion and the illegal distribution of the
cabl e tel evision decoders are the subjects of the other crimnal
charges in the Indictnent.

DRI VAS is schedul ed to be arraigned on the charges in
the Indictnment before United States Magi strate Judge ANDREW J.
PECK in Manhattan | ater today.

M. COMEY praised the investigative efforts of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and al so thanked the Rockl and
County District Attorney’'s Ofice and Ramapo Police Depart nent
for their val uabl e assistance during the course of the
i nvesti gati on.

DRIVAS currently is suspended without pay fromthe
Ramapo Pol i ce Depart nent.

Assi stant United States Attorneys LESLIE C. BROM and
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PREET S. BHARARA are in charge of the prosecution

The charges contained in the Indictnment are nerely
accusations, and the defendant is presunmed i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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